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SHOULD  THE  UNITED  STATES  GIVE  AWAY  H-BOMBS? 


The  world  is  looking  for  signs  of  peace.  Worldwide  pressures 
are  rising  for  the  holding  of  a  Summit  Conference.  There  is 
hope  that  with  adequate  preparation  and  flexibility  on  all  sides 
a  meeting  of  heads  of  states  under  LN  auspices  might  achieve 
a  first  step  toward  disarmament.  Apprehension  about  the  radia¬ 
tion  hazards  of  nuclear  weapons  testing  has  been  accentuated 
by  the  Russian  tests  now  being  held  and  the  United  States  tests 
scheduled  to  begin  in  April.  Some  50,000  persons  have  signed  a 
petition  sponsored  hy  the  American  Friends  Service  Committee 
which  was  delivered  to  the  White  House  last  week.  It  urged  the 
United  States  to  call  off  the  April  bomb  tests  in  the  Pacific. 

Yet  the  Administration  is  now  pressing  Congress  for  authority 
to  transfer  nuclear  weapons  information  and  material  to  coun¬ 
tries  not  now  in  possession  of  A  and  H  bombs.  Specifically, 
the  President  is  asking  for  authority  to  transfer  to  other  nations: 
ll  blueprints  of  nuclear  weapons;  2)  material  to  make  nuclear 
weapons — plutonium  and  U  235;  3)  non-nuclear  components 
of  A  and  H  bombs;  4)  nuclear  power  plants  for  submarines, 
missiles,  etc. 

The  proposal  is  now  set  forth  in  S.  3474  and  H.R.  11426  intro¬ 
duced  by  Senator  John  0.  Pastore  of  Rhode  Island  and  Carl  T. 
Durham  of  North  Carolina  at  the  request  of  the  Administration. 
The  Agreements  for  Cooperation  Subcommittee  of  the  Joint 
Committee  on  Atomic  Energy  has  been  holding  secret  hearings 
for  several  weeks  on  the  proposal.  Public  hearings  began 
March  26.  Copies  of  FCNL  testimony  in  opposition  to  this  bill, 
on  March  27,  are  available  on  request. 

These  bills  go  directly  counter  to  the  Administration’s  package 
disarmament  proposal  of  last  August  when  the  West  proposed 
that  the  parties  to  a  disarmament  agreement  should  agree  not 
to  transfer  nuclear  weapons  to  another  country  or  accept  them 
except  under  certain  definite  conditions.  How  can  such  con¬ 
tradictory  positions  free  the  United  States  from  charges  of 
double  talk  and  insincerity  in  our  negotiations? 

The  bills  would  allow  the  President  to  create  fourth,  fifth  and 
sixth  nuclear  weapons  nations  bv  gift.  This  would  greatlv 
expand  the  control  problems,  multipiv  the  radiation  hazards 
and  seriously  increase  the  possibility  of  accidents  and  irrespon¬ 
sible  action.  One  of  the  reasons  the  United  States  has  sup¬ 
ported  an  end  to  nuclear  weapons  testing  is  that  it  would  pre¬ 
vent  “fourth”  countries  from  obtaining  these  terrible  weapons. 

Tensions  in  Europe  would  be  greatly  aggravated  if  nuclear 
weapons  are  sent  to  European  allies.  George  Kennan.  writing 
in  Harpers  Mapazine  February  1958.  believes  it  might  make 
impossible  any  Soviet  withdrawal  from  Central  and  Eastern 


Europe.  Might  it  not  also  encourage  the  Soviet  Union  to  arm 
its  allies  with  nuclear  weapons? 

The  urgent  need  now  is  to  control  and  eliminate  nuclear  weap¬ 
ons  from  the  world,  not  scatter  them  even  more  widely  and 
promiscuously.  The  Administration  bill  sets  certain  standards 
for  determining  which  nations  shall  receive  weapons.  But  even 
if  these  are  rigorously  followed,  the  H-bombs  remain  available 
for  use.  The  “responsible”  regime  can  be  replaced  by  an  irre¬ 
sponsible  dictator.  No  man  or  group  of  men  should  have  in 
their  hands  the  means  to  begin  a  war  which  could  destroy 
civilization. 

The  Administration  should  ask  for  much  greater  authority  to 
share  information  on  the  peaceful  uses  of  atomic  energy. 
It  should  increasingly  cooperate  with  all  countries  in  peaceful 
scientific  programs  and  urge  indefinite  continuation  of  the 
International  Geophysical  Year.  It  should  modify  its  package 
disarmament  proposal  in  an  attempt  to  end  nuclear  weapons 
tests,  and  stress  I’N  control  of  outer  space  and  an  end  to  nuclear 
weapons  production. 

An  ACTION  bulletin  giving  specific  action  suggestions  on  this 
has  been  sent  to  readers  on  the  “1  .S.  Foreign  Policy-UN  Af¬ 
fairs”  ACTION  list.  Others  may  receive  a  copy  on  reijuest. 

Other  Developments  in  the  Disarniainent  Field 

•  Ambassador  James  J.  Wadsworth  has  been  appointed  by 
Secretary  of  State  Dulles  with  the  approval  of  the  President 
as  United  States  representative  in  future  disarmament  nego¬ 
tiations.  Ambassador  Wadsworth  succeeds  (iovernor  Harold 
E.  Stassen  as  the  top  Administration  official  working  on  the 
subject  of  disarmament,  but  unlike  Governor  Stassen  he  will 
not  have  Cabinet  status,  will  not  have  direct  access  to  the 
President,  and  will  be  under  Secretary  of  State  Dulles. 

•  Senator  Hubert  H.  Humphrey’s  proposal  to  split  u|)  the  U.S. 
“package”  disarmament  proposal  and  concentrate  on  ending 
nuclear  weapons  tests  has  received  the  support  of  Governor 
Harold  E.  Stassen.  In  syndicated  newspaper  articles  and  an 
appearance  before  the  Senate  Subcommittee  on  Disarmament 
on  February  28.  Governor  Stassen  proposed  a  four  part,  first 
step  agreement:  suspend  tests  for  two  years;  establish  a  I  N 
inspection  agency;  install  inspection  posts  inside  and  outside 
the  United  States  and  the  Soviet  Union:  create  a  group  to 
work  out  additional  di.sarmament  steps. 

•  An  important  book  was  published  on  March  15 — World 
l*eace  Throuph  World  Law  bv  Grenville  Clark  and  Uouis  B. 
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Sohn,  Harvard  I’niversity  Press,  5(M)  pages.  It  contains  de¬ 
tailed  proposals  for  revising  the  I  N  Charter  and  giving  the 
ri\  responsibility  and  authority  to  end  the  use  of  violence 
as  a  means  of  settling  disputes  among  nations. 

1  Ci  Friends  frotn  21  Yearly  Meetings  from  coast  to  coast 
met  in  Germantown,  Ohio  for  a  four-day  Conference  on 
Disarmament,  March  13-16.  The  Conference  Message  is 
available  from  FCI\L  on  request. 


COMMITTEES  REVIEW  AID  PROGRAM 

As  this  is  written,  the  House  Foreign  Affairs  and  Senate  Foreign 
Helations  Cojiimittees  are  deep  in  their  antiual  hearings  on 
the  mutual  security  program.  Both  Committees  hope  to  con¬ 
clude  hearings  before  the  Faster  recess  in  early  April. 

The  11  ouse  Committee  has  heard  witnesses  for  some  1.3  private 
organizations.  All  have  testified  in  general  support  of  the  non- 
military  economic  aid  and  technical  assistance  programs  which 
comprise  otdy  about  a  (juarter  of  the  total  foreign  aid  request 
of  S3.9‘12  billion.  Organizations  included  the  National  Council 
of  Churches.  I  nited  Church  of  Christ,  American  Farm  Bureau 
Federation.  I  nited  States  Chamber  of  Commerce.  AFF-CIO. 
League  of  Women  Voters.  American  Association  of  Cniversity 
Women,  (ieneral  Federation  of  Women’s  Clubs,  Cooperative 
League  of  the  I  SA.  American  Veterans  Committee.  Americans 
for  Democratic  Action.  National  Congress  of  Parents  and 
Teachers. 

KIton  Atwater,  member  of  the  Quaker  Team  at  the  UN.  on 
leave  from  Pennsylvania  State  I  niversity,  testified  for  FCNL. 
He  stressed  support  for  United  States  and  UN  technical  assist¬ 
ance  programs,  the  Development  Loan  Fund  and  refugee  relief. 
In  particular  he  urged  Congressional  approval  of  the  new  UN 
.Special  Projects  lurid  as  a  step  toward  a  more  adequate  I'N 
economic  development  program,  and  the  need  to  maintain  a 
United  States  contribution  of  at  least  40' i  of  the  UN  technical 
assistance  jirogram.  Existing  legislation  would  lower  it  to 
331  by  1060.  A  copy  of  Elton  Atwater’s  testimony  is  avail¬ 
able  on  request. 

Des})ite  impressive  organizational  support,  there  is  widespread 
feeling  in  Washington  that  the  economic  and  technical  assist¬ 
ance  programs  especially  are  in  even  more  serious  trouble  this 
year  than  in  the  past.  To  counter  the  vocal  and  active  oppo¬ 
sition.  members  of  Congress  who  favor  these  programs  are 
urging  citizens  to  make  this  latent  support  known  to  their 
Senators  and  Congressmen. 

^  ^  ou  can  help  enact  the  program  \ou  believe  in  by  w  riting 
your  representatives  in  Washington  now. 


Monroney  Proposal  Gathers  Support 

Last  month  we  reported  on  the  jiroposal  bv  .Senator  A.  S. 
Mike  Monroney  of  Oklahoma  to  create  an  International  De¬ 
velopment  Association  affiliated  with  the  World  Bank,  to  make 
long  term,  low  interest  loans  to  underdeveloped  countries.  Loans 
would  be  repayable  in  local  currencies,  and  foreign  currencies 
generated  by  the  sale  of  agricultural  surpluses  would  be  used 
w  here  possible.  ( S.Kes.  264.  (  The  proposal  is  receiving  in- 
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February  28  Harold  E.  Stassen  said  the  September  1957  underground 
weapons  test  in  Nevada  was  recorded  on  every  seismic  instrument  within 
1000  miles.  March  6  AEC  reported  the  September  test  could  only  be  de¬ 
tected  250  miles  away;  March  10  they  issued  a  correction  saying  the  shock 
was  recorded  2,320  miles  away  in  Alaska.  March  19  scientists  on  the 
National  Committee  for  a  Sane  Nuclear  Policy  charged  the  AEC  with  tending 
to  minimize  fallout  hazards. 


creased  editorial  support  from  newspapers  across  the  country. 
Senator  Monronev’s  Subcommittee  on  International  Finaiu-e  of 
the  Senate  Banking  and  Currency  Committee  held  three  da\>  of 
hearings  in  mid-March.  Paul  Hoffman  expressed  strong  ap¬ 
proval  of  the  idea.  The  Administration’s  position  is  less  clear. 
On  March  IB.  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  Robert  B.  Anderson 
before  the  Monronev  Subcommittee  raised  a  series  of  (|uestions 
about  the  plan.  C.  Douglas  Dillon.  Deputv  Under  Secretar\  of 
State  for  Economic  .Affairs  said  the  State  Department  ajrproved 
the  plan  “in  principle.’*  but  expressed  skepticism  that  other  hani 
currencv  nations  would  be  willing  to  make  sufficient  contri¬ 
butions. 

The  great  advantage  of  the  Monroney  Plan  is  that  it  contem¬ 
plates  a  multi-national  approach  to  international  economic  de¬ 
velopment.  .‘Ml  countries  would  benefit  if  assistance  could  be 
given  through  an  international  agency  which  could  concentrate 
on  economic  considerations.  Too  often  I  nited  States  and 
Soviet  I  nion  assistance  given  on  a  bilateral  basis  has  been 
overlv  influenced  bv  political  and  cold  war  factors. 
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TRADE  SUPPORTERS  MORE  HOPEFUL 

Barkers  of  the  Administration  proposal  to  extend  the  Reciprocal 
Trade  program  for  five  years  are  expressing  some  cautious 
optimism  on  the  prospects  for  enactment  of  a  hill  without 
(■ripi)ling  amendments. 

One  reason  has  been  the  impressive  showing  the  proponents 
ha\e  made  before  the  House  Ways  and  Means  Committee  dur¬ 
ing  its  hearings  which  are  now  entering  the  second  month. 
Before  it  concludes,  some  250  witnesses  will  have  testified; 
more  than  half  support  the  Administration’s  hill,  including  the 
Tinted  States  Chamber  of  Commerce.  AFL-CIO.  American 
Farm  Bureau  Federation,  National  Council  of  Churches.  Oppo¬ 
sition  centers  in  particular  industries  such  as  oil,  textiles,  pot¬ 
ter).  glass,  bicycles,  wool,  cheese,  lead  and  zinc  mining,  ply¬ 
wood.  and  some  segments  of  the  chemical  and  electrical 
industries. 

Another  reason  for  some  optimism  was  the  testimony  by  the 
Tariff  Commission  members  themselves  that  they  did  not  want 
the  Tariff  Commission  given  the  final  decision  on  whether  to 
raise  tariffs  in  escape  clause  cases.  Protectionists  had  urged 
that  the  Congress  should  review  Tariff  Commission  findings 
rather  than  the  President,  as  is  now  the  case,  believing  that 
Congress  would  be  much  more  sympathetic  to  protectionist 
views.  The  Tariff  Commission  members  did  not  feel  competent 
to  undertake  the  functions  the  President’s  review  now  performs, 
namely,  to  review  the  impact  of  the  tariff  on  the  domestic 
industry  along  with  the  foreign  policy  and  national  security 
implications. 

After  the  House  Ways  and  Means  Committee  returns  from  the 
Easter  recess  they  are  expected  to  begin  rewriting  the  reciprocal 
trade  bill.  As  yet  the  Senate  has  taken  no  action  on  the  subject. 


TREES,  WATER,  AND  PEOPLE 

For  several  months  the  Senate  Committee  on  Interior  and  In¬ 
sular  Affairs  has  been  considering  legislation  to  protect  natural 
resources  on  tribal  lands  of  the  Klamath  Indians.  These  lands, 
which  have  been  conservatively  appraised  at  S122  million, 
include  a  very  important  waterfowl  area  and  one  of  the  most 
valuable  stands  of  ponderosa  pines  in  the  Nation. 

I  nder  the  present  law  much  of  this  property  will  have  to  he 
sold  over  the  next  two  years  to  meet  the  claims  of  Indians  who 
wish  to  withdraw  from  the  tribe  when  the  Federal  Government 
relinquishes  control  over  their  affairs  in  1960. 

If  the  forest  is  sold,  however,  the  timber  will  probably  he  cut 
over  rapidly,  endangering  the  economy  of  the  area,  flood  con¬ 
trol.  irrigation,  and  power  development. 

Both  the  Administration  and  the  two  Oregon  Senators  have 
introduced  proposals  (S.  3051,  S.  2047)  to  guarantee  sustained 
yield  management  of  the  forest  regardless  of  who  owns  the  land. 

Neither  proposal  considers  human  resources.  When  the  De¬ 
partment  of  Interior  suggested  in  1954  that  the  Government 
should  stop  supervising  the  Klamaths.  the  proposal  was  based 
on  the  belief  that  “these  people  have  been  largely  integrated 


into  all  phase  of  .  .  .  life  of  the  area.”  Since  that  time  Federal 
specialists  have  stated  that  the  Klamaths  have  not  been  trained 
to  manage  their  own  affairs,  that  all  of  their  major  decisions 
are  subject  to  veto  by  the  Indian  Bureau,  that  they  do  not  have 
the  educational  background  of  their  non-Indian  neighbors, 
and  that  they  will  be  liable  to  exploitation  when  they  receive 
their  tribal  assets  of  about  S55,000  per  capita. 

To  meet  this  problem  some  friends  of  the  Indians  are  suggest¬ 
ing  that  termination  be  postponed  for  another  two  years  and  a 
program  of  community  development  be  initiated. 


WHY  NOT  SCHOOL  CONSTRUCTION? 

An  aid-to-education  bill  is  expected  to  reach  the  Senate  floor 
some  time  after  Easter.  The  bill  will  probably  be  a  compro¬ 
mise  version  of  Administration  and  Democratic  proposals  to 
strengthen  scientific  education  at  high  school  and  college  levels. 
Both  proposals  call  for  a  Federal  scholarship  and  fellowship 
program. 

Federal  aid  for  public  school  construction  will  probably  not  be 
included.  The  most  important  bill  in  this  area  is  the  so-called 
Murray-Metcalf  proposal  (S.  3311,  H.R.  10763)  which  would 
make  available  to  the  states  $1  billion  to  S4.5  billion  a  year  for 
school  construction  and  teachers’  salaries  at  the  elementary 
and  high  school  levels. 

According  to  forecasters,  the  Murray-Metcalf  bill  hasn’t  a 
chance  on  its  obvious  merits,  but  it  may  get  consideration  as 
an  anti-recession  measure.  Other  anti-recession  proposals  which 
have  already  been  enacted  or  are  under  discussion  are:  a  hous¬ 
ing  bill,  a  road  building  bill,  a  proposal  to  modernize  |)ost 
office  buildings  and  equipment,  a  request  to  accelerate  civilian 
and  military  construction,  a  bill  to  freeze  agricultural  price 
supports,  and  a  measure  to  extend  the  period  of  eligibility  for 
unemployment  compensation  benefits. 

When  one  considers  the  fact  that  the  Secretary  of  Health. 
Education  and  Welfare  has  estimated  that  without  Federal  aid 
it  will  take  the  states  16-40  years  to  eliminate  the  classroom 
shortage,  one  can  only  ask  “Are  not  our  children  as  important 
as  roads  and  post  offices?” 


"FROZEN  FUND"  CLEARS  HURDLE 

The  bill  to  release  from  the  I’nited  States  Treasury  for  war 
rehabilitation  and  refugee  relief  Sl,407.996.96  earned  by  con¬ 
scientious  objectors  during  World  War  1 1  recently  received  a 
powerful  forward  push.  The  bill.  H.  R.  9<>o2.  introduced  by 
Congressman  A.  S.  J.  Carnahan  of  Missouri,  has  received  offi¬ 
cial  clearance  by  the  Bureau  of  the  Budget:  the  Departments 
of  State.  Agriculture  and  Labor:  and  the  Selective  Service 
Svstem.  It  is  now  pending  in  the  House  Judiciary  Subcom¬ 
mittee  on  Claims.  General  Lewis  B.  Hershey.  Selective  Service 
Director,  has  actively  championed  this  bill,  which  wouhl  carry 
out  the  terms  of  a  “memorandum  of  understanding”  made  dur¬ 
ing  World  War  H  between  government  officials  and  the  Na¬ 
tional  Service  Board  for  Religious  Objectors. 
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CIVIL  LIBERTIES  AND  THE  COURT 


(Iriticisin  of  the  Supreme  Court  has  reached  a  crescendo  as  a 
result  of  recent  Court  decisions  in  support  of  human  rights 
and  freedom.  According  to  students  of  government,  the  extent 
of  these  attacks  is  affecting  orderly  acceptance  of  the  decisions. 
These  authorities  urge  critics  to  remember  that  the  judicial 
system  may  he  criticized,  hut  it  should  not  be  undermined. 


Congressmen  are  among  the  offenders.  Senator  William  E. 
Jenner  has  introduced  a  hill  ( S.  2646)  which  seeks  to  nullify 
some  of  the  most  important  decisions  the  Court  has  rendered 
in  recent  )ears.  S.  2646  would  take  away  the  Court’s  right 
to  review  cases  involving  congressional  committees,  security 
programs  of  the  Executive  Branch,  state  security  programs, 
discharge  of  school  employees  and  admission  of  lawyers  to 
state  Itars.  Itidividual  rights  in  all  these  areas  have  recently 
been  upheld  by  the  Court. 


S.  2646  may  he  amended  or  killed  by  the  Senate  Judiciary  Com¬ 
mittee.  It  is  oj»[»osed  by  the  Attorney  General  and  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Bar  Association  as  a  threat  to  the  independence  of  the 
judiciary.  Senator  Thomas  C.  Hennitigs.  Jr.  has  said  the  hill 
w»»uld  destroy  “equal  justice  under  the  law”  since  the  law 
would  come  to  mean  one  thing  in  one  state  and  another  in  an 
adjoining  state.  Professor  llarrop  Freeman  of  Cornell  I’ni- 
versity.  a  (^)uaker.  has  pointed  out  that  if  Congress  attempts 
to  limit  the  power  of  the  Court,  a  struggle  may  develop  which 
will  do  much  to  discredit  both  Branches. 


Another  Supreme  C.ourt  decision  which  has  been  extensively 
reviewed  by  (.ongress  is  the  Mallory  decision  of  June.  19.57. 
In  this  case  the  (A)urt  unanimouslv  threw  out  a  confession 
obtained  from  the  tlefendant  after  he  had  been  held  hv  the 
|)olice  for  /  •  j  hours.  The  Court  said  that  the  long  questioning 
violates  a  federal  rule  that  an  arrested  person  must  he  taken 
“without  unnecessary  delay”  heh)re  a  magistrate  and  told  that 
he  has  a  right  to  c(»unsel.  a  right  to  make  no  statement,  and 
that  any  statement  he  does  make  may  he  u.<;ed  against  him. 
Although  the  decision  was  based  upon  a  procedural  rule,  it 
would  also  seem  to  he  supported  hv  the  constitutional  guar¬ 
antees  of  due  process  and  the  right  to  refuse  to  testify  against 
one's  self. 


Bills  to  reverse  the  Mallory  decisions  have  been  introduced  in 
both  11  ouses.  FCNL  and  other  national  organizations  have  op- 
posed  such  legislation  as  an  encroachment  upon  basic  rights. 


The  House  Judiciary  Committee  has  just  approved  a  hill  which 
provides  that:  1)  confessions  shall  not  he  thrown  out  “solely” 
because  of  delay  in  arraigning  the  accused,  2 )  before  question¬ 
ing  the  suspect,  police  must  tell  him  of  his  right  not  to  make 
a  statement  and  that  anything  he  says  may  be  used  against  him. 


Hep.  Emanuel  Celler  has  said  this  hill  will  “encourage  prose¬ 
cuting  officers  to  extract  confessions  with  or  without  coercif»n, 
intimidation  and  promises.” 


A  DYNAMIC  HUMAN  PROBLEM 


The  dispossessed,  the  refugee,  is  one  of  the  saddest  realities  of 
our  century. 


There  are  still  1.59,000  non-settleci  refugees  remaining  from 
World  War  I  and  World  War  II.  There  are  about  19.(M)() 
Hungarian  refugees  in  .Austria.  In  the  Middle  East  there  are 
100.()00  Algerian  refugees  and  934.000  Palestinian  refugees. 
There  are  approximately  1,000,000  Chinese  refugees  in  Hong 
Kong. 


Yet  the  United  States  has  no  adequate  refugee  program.  Other 
nations  are  more  willing  to  accept  the  ill  and  the  physicalK 
handicapped.  The  law  enacted  last  year  provides  for  the  ad¬ 
mission  of  only  19.000  refugees.  Some  32.0(M)  Hungarians 
who  were  brought  into  the  country  as  parolees  are  still  ineligible 
for  citizenship.  Their  status  has  been  cited  as  one  of  the  major 
obstacles  to  early  integration. 


IFhy  Not  Get  the  Washington  Newsletter  Regularly 


Annual  Subscription — $3*00 


(Foreign  subscription—  $4.50) 


Regular,  consistent  reading  of  the  Washington  Newsletter  will  bring  you  current  information  and  sug¬ 
gestions  for  action  on  many  important  legislative  questions.  To  get  it  each  month,  fill  out  the  form 
below  and  send  it  wjth  your  subscription  payment  to:  Friends  Committee  on  National  Legislation 

104  C  Street,  N.  E.,  Washington  2,  D.  C. 


Finclosed  herewith  is  my  payment  for  one  year’s  subscription  to  the  Washington  Newsletter  at  $3.00 
($4.50  for  foreign  subscriptions). 


Rep.  Kenneth  B.  Keating  has  recently  reintroduced  the  Presi¬ 
dent’s  1957  proposals  which  would  authorize  the  admission 
of  up  to  6}5.(M)()  escapees  a  year.  Several  hills  would  regularize 
the  status  of  the  Hungarians.  H.  R.  11933  by  Rep.  Michael  A. 
Feighan  is  said  to  have  the  support  of  all  members  of  the 
House  Subcommittee  on  Immigration  including  Subcommittee 
Chairman  F  rancis  E.  Walter. 
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